out with clean water ali vessels which 
have held the spray mixture. 

HOME-MADE BURGUNDY MIX- 
TURE. This is made in exactly the same 
way as Bordeaux Mixture, except that 
5 oz. of washing soda is used instead of 
the hydrated lime. The soda should be 
fresh and in the form of crystals ; if it is 
old and broken down to a white powder, 
the soda solution made from it will be 
too strong. 7 


How and When to Operate 
The fine misty type of spray is best, for 
it will settle on the undersides of the 
leaves as well as on the upper sides. If no 
spraying apparatus or syringe is available, 
the mixture may be sprinkled over the 
plantsfroma watering-can witha finerose. 
The object should always he to get a 
covering of spray on all the leaves. Spray- 
ing should he done on a fine day so that 
the spray has a chance to dry before rain 
comes sit willthen stick bettertotheleayes. 


secret of Success 

Thesecret ofsuccessisto getthe spray on 
before blight spots appear on the leaves. 
Failing that, the spray should be applied 
as soon as the first blight spots are seen. 
The best time, in most parts of the 
country, is just before the plants meet in 
the rows, which is usually in the latter 
half of June or early July. The second 
spray should be given about three weeks 
later. In a year when blight is bad a third 
spraying in August may be necessary. 

Allotment holders should make a prac- 
tice of having all the maincrop potatoes 
in their allotment group sprayed at the 
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same time, particularly if they can find 
someone with a knapsack sprayer or 
bucket pump to do the work. 


Dusting: an Alternative 
Dusting plants with a-copper-lime or 
Bordeaux dust is sometimes done instead 
of spraying, especially if water is not easily 
available. Itis less efficient than spraying, 
so that more applications are necessary. 
The dusts must be bought ready-made, 
and four or five applications should be 
given at fortnightly intervals, beginning 


before the plants meet in the rows. It is. 


best if the dust is applied early in the morn- 


ing while there is still dew on the leaves. 


Various types of small hand-dusting — 
machines are available for applying the 
dust. 


Care at Digging Time 
Tubers should never be lifted when 
there are blight spots on the leaves, as 
they may then become contaminated 
with the disease and later rot in storage. 
Do not dig the crop, therefore, until about 
a fortnight after the haulm has died down 
completely. If the tops remain green 
very late in the season, eut them off a 
fortnight before you intend to dig, __ 
If possible, dig only in dry weather, 
and see that the tubers are dry before 
storing. Never use the haulm to cover 


potato tubers, even for a short time. 


There is no objection to putting it on the’ 
compost heap. 

One other precaution is good : 
up. This helps to protect the tubers while 
growing. Use plenty of soil and make 
the sides of the ridges compact. 
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